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BetweenDemocracyandtheMassLine:TheHistoricalRetrospection

　 andVisionaryProspectoftheRelationbetweenChinesePeopleandtheState PhilipC．C．Huang

　 PresentＧdayacademicdiscourseisgenerallyanchoredontheideologyofeitherclassicalWesternliberalＧ

democracyorclassicalMarxismＧsocialism,includingthe“massline”traditionoftheChineseRevolution．This

articleseekstointegrateandgobeyondbothofthose,fromaretrospectiveＧhistoricalaswellasaprospectiveＧ

visionarypointofview,toargueforparticipationofthepeople,neithersimply“democracy”–i．e．“rulebythe

people”asjuxtaposedagainst“rulebytheking”,orruleby“themasses”or“themassＧline”．Thetermpeople􀆳s

participationinfactbestcapturestherelevantpartsoftheChinesehistoricaltraditionandalsomeetsChina􀆳s

presentＧdayneeds,bycapturingtheloftyidealavowedinboththestateandpartyconstitutionsofaimingtoward

“thefundamentalinterestsofthegreatestmajorityoftheChinesepeople”．InthepastfortyＧplusyears,thestate

inChinahasinfactyieldedenormouspowersandrightstothepeople,includingmanagementpowersandrights

overcultivatedlandtopeasants,therightsandpowerstothe(ruralandurban)peopletoestablishprivate

enterprisesandbusinessesinthemarketizedeconomy,and,withinitssystem ofgovernance,adoptedvery

widelytheinteractiveprincipalＧagentmodeofoperationandincentives,bothamongdifferentlevelsofits

government,andbetweenthegovernmentandsociety．Furthercombiningofsuchstrongstateleadershipwith

activeparticipationofthepeoplecanbecomealsoamajorcounteragainstthelongstandingprobleminChinese

governanceof“bureaucratism,”andcontributetowarddevelopinganeven moredistinctivemodeofChinese

governance．

ParadoxinthePublicandPrivate:

　 MechanismsofMoralityinContemporaryChineseSociety LiXiangping,YangYang

　 Thedivisionofmoralityintopublicandprivatesphereshasbeenafocalpointinacademicdiscussion

regardingChinesesociety．Lookingattheissuehistorically,traditional,publicmoralityhasalwaysbeenthe

national,politicalmorality,andmodernintellectualshavesoughttolinkpublicmoralitytoasenseofnational

independenceandrevival．Theoveralltendencyhasbeentoaffordtheideaofpublicmoralityapositionof

priority,andindividualmoralityiseitherneglectedofconflatedwiththeformer．

YinＧyangPhilosophyFoundintheExcavatedSilkVersionoftheInnerCanonofHuangdi BaiXi

　 TheMawangduiversionoftheInnerCanonof HuangdishowshowyinＧyangphilosophywasappliedto

socialandpoliticalthoughtsincetheSpringandAutumnperiod．Itsetforthimportantphilosophicaltenetsthat

canalsobefoundinvariousformsinGuanziandLv􀆳sCommentariesofHistory．Connectingalltheseworksisa

veryclearthreadofyinＧyangthought,butweshouldstillunderstandtheseworkstobeprimarilyDaoist,and

notbelongingexclusivelytotheYinyangSchool．EvenbeforeZouYanfoundedtheYinyangSchool,theideas
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themselvesalreadyexistedinphilosophicaldiscussion．Thisphenomenondemonstratesthestrongrelationship

betweenZouYan,hisYinyangSchool,andDaoism．

TheTacticsofSageandtheDrivingForceinAttendingVirtue:

　 ConfucianViewsonReputation GouDongfeng

　 OneofthecentralideasofConfucianismhasalwaysbeenon“correctingnames”(zhengming)．“Ming”of

thisphrasehasthreepossiblemeanings:name,status,andreputation．TheHandynastyscholarsconcentrated

theirscholarshipondevelopingtheideaofname,whiletheNeoＧConfucianistsconcentratedontheideaofstatus．

Infact,theideaofreputationisalsoofgreatsignificancetoConfucianism,whichisoftenconcernedby

litterateurandhistorians．Inaword,therearetwoaspectsofConfucianthinkingonreputation．Thefirstoneis

establishinganeducationsystemofmingonthebasisofthediscoverythatordinarypeoplecannotlivewithout

reputation．Thesecondoneistopayattentiontothenatureofreputationas“decisionsmadebyothers”,sothat

themoralfreedomof“decisionsmadebyoneself”canbeachievedthroughreflection．Therevelationofthesetwo

thoughtsishelpfulforustounderstandmoretheConfucianpoliticsandvirtuemoreconcretely．

CommentsontheTheoryofClassificationandPeriodizationofConfucianClassics HuangKaiguo

　 TheperiodizationanddivisionofthedifferentschoolsofclassicalConfucianismisanimportantissueinthe

historyofConfucianism．TheministersofSikuLibraryputforththeideaof“twoschoolsandsixperiods”,but

therewasnoreasonforthedivision,andthedivisionwasincomplete．Sincethen,therehavebeentherehave

beenmorethantendifferenttheoriesofdivision,includingtwoＧperiodtheory,threeＧperiodtheory,fourＧperiod

theory,sixＧperiodtheory,sevenＧperiodtheory,nineＧperiodtheory,tenＧperiodtheory,twelveＧperiodtheory,

andtwoＧperiodtheory,threeＧperiodtheoryandfourＧperiodtheory．Thesetheorieshavethesignificanceof

correctingthemistakesoftheministersofSikuLibrary,butduetothelimitationsofthetimesandacademic

schoolsandotherreasons,therearestilldifferenttheoreticaldeficiencies．Mostofthesetheoriesdonotdealwith

therelationshipbetweendistributionandinstallment,letalonethefundamentalissueofthebasisofdistribution

andinstallment．However,ifwedon􀆳tsolvethebasisofdistributionandstaging,therewillbenobasisfor

distributionandstaging,andwecannotreasonablyexplainthedistributionandstagingofConfucianclassics．

Therefore,althoughtheexistingtheoriesofdistributionandstaginghavedifferentopinions,theyarenot

convincing．

TheRiseofLiteraryDescriptionsofGovernmentalInstitutionsattheEndoftheHanDynasty HuangZhen

　 Chinahasalonghistoryofprovidingdetailedaccountsofitsowngovernmentalinstitutions,butthereisa

lackofsystematicresearchonthistopic．ThisliterarytropecametofruitioninthemidtolateHandynasty,with

manyworksattemptingtocopyTheRitesofZhou．OneimportantearlyexamplewasHuGuang􀆳sExplanations

oftheHanOfficials．Thisworkwasanimmediatesuccess．Sincehimtherehavebeen manymoreworks,

expandingbothonhisfoundationandonthisentiregenreaswell．
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AGuessastoWhoisBuriedintheXinzhouJiuyuanHillockTombfromtheNorthernDynasties ZhangJinlong

　 TheXinzhouJiuyuanHillockTombisoneofthemostsignificantrecentdiscoveriesinNortherndynasty

archeology．Sincethetombhaslongsincebeenplunderedbythetimeofitsdiscovery,figuringouttheidentityof

theoccupantisdifficult．AfterresearchingtombsofsimilarscalefromtheNortherndynasties,andconsulting

historicalrecordsaboutthepolitical,economic,andsocialcircumstancesofthatera,wehaveconcludedthatthe

occupantbelongedtothehighestlevelsoftherulingclassoftheEastern WeiorNorthernQiregimes．After

makinganextensivelistofpossiblecandidatesandeliminatingtheunlikelyorimpossibleones,wefoundthatthe

mostlikelyoccupantofthistombwasSheDigan,thebrotherＧinＧlawofGaoHuan,thefounderoftheNorthern

Qidynasty．

GuangchengSong,EasternHanRites,andtheEvolutionofFuＧstyleLiterature JiangXiaoguang

　 WhenMaRongwroteGuangchengSongandpresentedittotheemperor,hisintentionwastoreinstatethe

ancientritualofhunting．Ostensiblyitwasanimperialhuntingritual,butineffectitwasanopportunityforthe

emperortoreviewhistroops,issueneworderstohighＧrankinggeneralsandofficials,announcepolicy,and

strengthentherelationshipbetweenthecourtandthemilitary．Unfortunately,hisworkwascriticaloftheruling

classandheendedupoffendingthefamilyoftheempress．Because much Handynastyfuliteraturealso

happenedtobeaboutimperialhuntingexpeditions,andhehadoffendedtherulerswithanessayabouthunting

rites,thiseventpermanentlydamagedthedevelopmentoffuliterature．

HanYu􀆳sViewonYiandXiaanditsImpactonHis“AncientProse”Thought LiuNing

　 HanYu􀆳sideasabouttherelationshipbetweenYi(Barbarian)andXia (Chinese)greatlyinfluencedhis

advocacyofthe“AncientProse”movement．ThecruxofhisviewwasthatChinashouldeliminatetheinfluence

of“foreignthought”intheformofBuddhism,andembrace“Chinesethought”．Hisconceptof“Chinese”was

notoneofChineseethnicityorculture,butratheroneofChinesenationality．Healsodidnotlimithisconceptof

ChineseＧnesstoConfucianism,butexpandedittoincludeothernativestrainsofphilosophicalthoughtand

literarycreation．Hisradicalnewideastoward YiversusXia wentbeyondhis AncientProse Movement

predecessors􀆳simpleideaofreturningtoanolderstyleofliterature．HanYuwantedthisnew movementto

engenderanewstyleofliteraturethatpaidqualattentiontobellesＧlettresandphilosophy．

BorrowingfromtheFantasticandtheEstablishmentofPoeticStyle:

　 ACaseStudyofHanYu􀆳sandLuTong􀆳sOdetoanEclipse SunYujin

　 Duringthecreationofthe“HanＧMeng”(HanYuandMengJiao)SchoolofTangdynastypoetry,thetwo

piecesofOdetoanEclipsewrittenseparatelybyHanYuandLuTongholdaspecialposition．Theydescribe

amongotherthingsstrangeastronomicalphenomenainordertoindirectlycriticizethecourtandgovernment．

Theywerealsoattemptingtocombineliterarycreationwithmoraldidacticism．
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ADiscussiononSomeoftheDifficultiesinWritingtheChroniclesofDunhuangLiterature FuJunlian

　 Asaliterarystyle,chroniclesareyearbyyearaccountsofaperson,eventormovement．Theyinclude

descriptionsof,forexample,anauthor􀆳ssocialactivities,thecreationandpublicationofhismajorworks,and

hiscommunicationwithotherimportantfigures．AchronicleofDunhuangstudiesmustfollowthesamepattern．

Forliterarycreations,ifthedatessurroundingtheauthor􀆳slifeareknownbutthepublicationofacertainwork

ofhisisunknown,wecanonlydefinethepublicationashavingbeencreatedsometimebetweenhisbirthand

death．Ifhisbirthanddeathdatesareunknown,theyearshepassedthehighestimperialexaminationusually

are,whichalsohelpwithdatinghisworks．FormanyworksintheDunhuangmanuscripts,arerelateddatesof

theauthoraresometimesunknown,whichmeanswemustdatecertainworksbasedontheirhistoricalcontent．

ThesearejustafewofthedifficultiesthatarisewhentryingtodateDunhuangworks．Thisiswhychronicling

Dunhuangstudiesmusttakeacomprehensive,interＧdisciplinaryapproach．

TranscendingthePriorityDisputeBetweenRightsandGood

　 —TakingMultipleReflectiveEquilibriaastheAnalysisMethod CaoShengmin

　 ThereflectiveequilibriaisbasedonthenonＧfoundationalism andapproximatecoherentism,aswellas

coveringdifferentperspectivesfromsubjectivetointersubjectiveandthentoobjective．Essentially,thereflective

equilibriaaimstoargueagainstdifferences．Thereareindividualandgeneral,singleandmultiple,aswellas

simpleandcomplextypeswithinit,sothesystematicconstructionofmultiplereflectiveequilibriacanbe

completed．Inordertotranscendtheprioritydisputebetweenrightsandgood,themultiplereflectiveequilibria

willtaketheexistingunderstandingofrightsandgoodasconsideredjudgments,andusetheseasthestarting

pointtomakethemrefertoeachotherandmakeadjustments,thenachievetheidealgoalofpursuingjustice

principle．Thereflectiveequilibriaitselfcontainspracticalreason,butthisreasonhasitslimit,soitmustbe

treatedwithcaution．Ingeneral,themultiplereflectiveequilibriabetweenrightsandgoodwillalwaysbeopen

anddynamic,thusreflectpeople􀆳sunremittingpursuitofjustice．

LiuDunyuanandEarlyChineseAestheticStudies ZhengYan

　 LiuDunyuanspentmostofhisprofessionallifestudyingearlyChineseartandarcheology．Withabackground

inEuropeanarcheology,hediscussedtherelationshipbetweenarcheologyandartinancientChina．Taking

Europeanclassicismasamodel,hisultimategoalwastocreateatheoreticalframeworkforthestudyofpreＧQin

bronzework．HewasapioneerinhisfieldinChinasincethebeginningofthetwentiethcentury．Hisworkand

the workofhiscontemporarieslaidthefoundationforChineseclassicalandaestheticstudies,bothina

theoreticalapproachandindiscoveringandorganizingthematerialsavailable．
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